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From the President’s Pen                                                                                                      
     

Dear Members, 

The other day I was chatting with my son who commented it was a very dangerous 
time in the world at the moment. 

 Is it any worse than any other recent period or decade such as the Vietnam war era, 
or financial global crisis of the last decade?  

The answer sadly, is that it is steadily getting worse, from wars in the Middle East to 
Europe, a global pandemic killing millions, economies and markets in financial meltdowns, popularist 
leaders destroying democracy in many parts of the world and on top of this, global warming doing very 
odd and disastrous things to the weather patterns.  

We are not divorced from these things, we are actually intimately related to them from a karmic 
standpoint; whether personal, national or globally. We know that our own actions can contribute to 
either increasing the misery in the world or lifting it; and this is of vital importance.  

An understanding of theosophy, too, is of vital importance for the world with such concepts as karma, 
self-transformation, the Oneness of all life and how we are all interconnected – a matter which cannot 
be understated. The Covid pandemic has demonstrated this interconnectedness quite starkly for us.  

Just showing respect, kindness and tolerance in our everyday dealings with each other and those we 
meet is critical to reducing the suffering in the world, and collectively it is of great service to humanity. 
We don’t know who we will touch, and how we can make their day better or worse by our remarks or 
actions. These human values extend to the animal kingdom as well.  

Looking inward is a way to quicken this process of being a helper of humanity, and the conquering of our 
lower nature is a desirable goal.  The Buddha said “Though he should conquer a thousand men in the 
battlefield a thousand times, yet he, indeed, who would conquer himself is the noblest victor.” 

Regular meditation practice brings great benefit to others beyond just our own selves, for meditation 
comes in many different forms.  We have peace meditations, healing meditations, prayer and invocation 
meditations and so forth, that pour beneficial energies out into the world. Reaching from the lower 
nature to the higher Self through meditation is a key pillar on the path that speeds up not only our own 
evolution, but, in turn, will assist the whole of humanity as the person becomes a more effective 
instrument in the world. The Indian sage Sri Ramana Maharshi said “How can you help the world until 
you have helped yourself?”    

Hopefully we each have time to reflect on these important aspects of our world today, and to come to 
some helpful conclusions on perspective and our own purpose within it.  

 

 

tthheeoossoopphhiiccaall   cceennttrree  
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Property Report – 74 Margot Street 

As mentioned in the February Newsletter, Flat 1, 74 Margot Street (the property owned by HPB 
Lodge) has been renovated and is now tenanted, and now that Flat 2 has been vacated, your 
Committee  needs to arrange for this to also be completely renovated, in readiness for a new tenant.  
Quotes have been called for and the Committee is hopeful that work will start before the end of May. 

HPB Building 

After all the lockdowns and non-use of our lovely HPB building, it’s time for another working bee to 
freshen up the gardens and bring everything back to looking cared for again! 

A Garden Working Bee is planned for Sunday 12th June, starting at 10.00am.  A skip bin will be 
ordered and we’d love it if you could join us to help fill it.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Val White - A number of you will remember Val White, a long-standing  
member of HPB Lodge, who was our caretaker for many years before  
we installed the electronic security system.  She has been living in the 
 flat adjacent to the hall and always walked through the trees to every 
 meeting, seminar and discussion group that she was able to attend.   

However, in latter years she has become less mobile, with her health  
deteriorating more markedly this year.  So at the grand age of 94 years 
 she has now gone to live in a rest home in Greymouth in the South  
Island, very close to her son and his family.  We wish her well and trust  
she will be enjoying seeing more of her son, his partner, grandchildren 
 and great grandchildren. 

One of the highlights of the week for Val was coming up to the library  
on Saturday mornings and chatting to everyone about all things  
theosophical  over a cup of tea.  
       Another highlight in Val’s week was the regular visit from her young  neighbour, Lulu, daughter of 
      HPB Treasurer, Darryl.  

The HPB Committee say a heartfelt Thank You to those members who have helped Val in various ways, 
particularly over the last two years with the Pandemic restrictions. 
   
 

 

 

LIBRARY & BOOKSHOP 
The library will re-open for this year on Saturdays, from 14 May at 10am until noon, ably 
managed by our wonderful librarians, May Dye and Malcolm Holt.  We hope you get a  
chance to come and explore this extensive resource and have a chat with other  
like-minded people. 
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DIARY DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

School of Theosophy 
5th to 8th August 2022 

 
                                An opportunity to explore and develop a meditation practice 
                                under the guidance of Barry Bowden from Australia.  
                                Barry has been facilitating Meditation workshops at 
Springbrook in Queensland for the last few years. This three day National 
Section event will start on Friday evening and run till Monday afternoon (3pm).  
More details available shortly from the website: https://theosophy.nz/ 

Attendance by registration only – register online : 
https://theosophy.nz/events/school-of-theosophy-exploring-meditation-practice 

 

Theosophical Immersion Weekend 
3rd to 4th September 2022 

 
Are you interested in exploring Theosophy at a deeper level?  
This immersion weekend is offered by National Section as a  
means to deepen our awareness and insights on our journey. 

   
          

  
 

 

 

 

 

                                       
            

         
     

             
         

          
        

  

           
          

        
     

            
         
        

            
 

OUR THEOSOPHICAL PROGRAMME will continue in May 
with  Theosophical  History  discussions  and  then  on   June 22,  

 we  hear  from  Ganesh  on  The  Original  Programme  of  the  
Theosophical Society and the Preliminary Memorandum of the 
Esoteric Section. We will take the opportunity to dove tail in 
with National Section's amazing line up for a Science series, 
featuring some world renown presenters such as Professor 
Robert Temple, Dr Eben Alexander and Dr Jude Currivan and 
well known theosophical speakers and science buffs, Jacques 
Mahnich and Murray Stentiford. Further details on this series is 
featured below but please note, you have to register on the 
National Website for this online event. Registration is free at: 
https://theosophy.nz/events/theosophical-sundays-online 
The popular once a month Saturday morning discussion sessions are also back 
commencing on Saturdays 25th June, 23 July & 20 August 2022 starting at 10.00am.  These 
meetings are an opportunity to get together with other members particularly if you are unable 
to attend the Monday evening study group.We will have a few breaks over the cold winter 
months, however in July our Theosophy Discovery Series will commence focusing for a 
couple of nights on Theosophical influences. Full programme details in this newsletter and 
also check online at our website for any updates: 
- https://hpb.theosophy.org.nz/programme.  If you have any questions or queries on the 
programme please contact Richard at:  hpbpres@theosophy.org.nz

Bring an open mind and a willingness to explore the various theories put forward!  
More details (and registration) available on the website: https://theosophy.nz/

https://theosophy.nz/
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Theosophical Sundays - Online 
From 12 Jun to 17 Jul 2022,  

we are lucky to be able to join in a Headquarters series entitled: 

Science and the Ancient Wisdom/Theosophy - an exploration series 

This is a very exciting series with amazing guests from all around the world, and Headquarters are inviting 
us to come along and join in, in order to a take closer look at the latest cutting edge science in the various 
fields and the immanent connections with the Ancient Wisdom: 

“Science should have neither desires nor prejudices.  Truth should be her sole aim” 

                            Sir William Robert Grove 

Our National VP Renée has been working very  hard on our behalf, and has invited a line-up of excellent 
speakers who have done wonderfully exciting research, showing the link between theosophical reasoning 
and current scientific thought. 

Invited guests include:    

Professor Robert Temple - visiting professor of the history and philosophy of science at Tsinghua 

University in Beijing; fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society; member of the Egypt Exploration Society, 
Royal Historical Society, Institute of Classical Studies, and the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic 
Studies; and visiting research fellow of the University of the Aegean in Greece. The Professor has 
followed the study of plasma for decades and is also author of several challenging and provocative books. 
He currently resides in England with his wife, Olivia. 

Eben Alexander - Eben Alexander III is an American neurosurgeon and author. His book Proof of 

Heaven: A Neurosurgeon's Journey into the Afterlife describes his near-death experience that happened 
in 2008 under a medically-induced coma when being treated for meningitis. Alexander has also authored 
follow-up books: The Map of Heaven: How Science, Religion, and Ordinary People Are Proving the 
Afterlife, and  Living in a Mindful Universe: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Heart of Consciousness . 

Jacques Mahnich -   A knowledgeable and charming Frenchman who has visited NZ before to share 

his wisdom. Jacques studies Buddhism, Gravitation, and Theosophy and specialized in Aircraft 
Powerplants Systems during his professional career in the Aeronautical Engineering Industry. He is also 
co-founder of the web-based project http://theoscience.org . 

Murray Stentiford - our own Murray joins the ranks of these international speakers, and combines a 

knowledge of science, music and spirituality with a passion for exploring and sharing things. 

Jude Currivan Ph.D. - cosmologist, futurist, planetary healer, member of the Evolutionary Leaders 

circle and previously one of the most senior business women in the UK, who includes physics and 
archaeology in her specialty subjects.  She has travelled extensively, worked with wisdom keepers from 
many traditions, and is a life-long researcher into the nature of reality. 

 
This is just a quick introduction of the speakers in this series, and for more information about the speakers  
click on the link:    https://theosophy.nz/events/theosophical-sundays-online  
 

This is a must register series,  

but is free to members,so come along and join in.  

Registration is via the link below: 

https://theosophy.nz/events/theosophical-sundays-online 
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Auckland Theosophical Centre 

4 Warborough Avenue, Epsom, Auckland 

PROGRAMME 2022 
 

MAY 2022 

Monday 23 

7.30 pm 

Theosophy Discovery Series and Discussion   

Theosophical History Explored 
with Renee Sell  

 

Monday 30  

7.30 pm 

Theosophy Discovery Series and Discussion   

Theosophical History Explored (2) 

 

JUNE 2022 

4-5-6 June 
June weekend break 

Please note the library will be shut over the long weekend 

Sunday 12 

7.30 pm 

National Section sponsored online series 

Professor Robert Temple 

A New Science of Heaven 

 

Monday 13 

7.30 pm 

The Original Program of the Theosophical Society & The 

Preliminary Memorandum of the Esoteric Section 

with Ganesh Kumar 

 

Sunday 19 

7.30 pm 

National Section sponsored online series 

Jacques Mahnich  

Science: A tool on our quest on the Path 

 

Monday 20 Break 

Saturday 25 

10 am – 12 noon 

Saturday Morning Discussion Group 

The Journey to universal Compassion – what part do we play? 

 

Sunday 26 

7.30 pm 

National Section sponsored online series 

Dr. Eben Alexander 

A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Heart of Consciousness 

Monday 27 Break 

JULY 2022 

Sunday 03 

7.30 pm 

National Section sponsored online series 

Dr. Eben Alexander 

Questions and Answers  

 

Monday 04 

7.30 pm 

Theosophy Discovery Series and Discussion   

Theosophical Influences  

with various 

Sunday 10 

7.30 pm 

National Section sponsored online series 

Murray Stentiford 

Beyond the five senses to the Heart of the Matter and the far reaches 

of Time 
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Monday 11 

7.30 pm 

Theosophy Discovery Series and Discussion   

Theosophical Influences (2) 

with various 

Sunday 17 

7.30 pm 

National Section sponsored online series 

Jude Currivan Ph.D. 

Latest unitive scientific breakthroughs and evidence of a conscious 

and evolutionary Universe 

 

Monday 18  Winter Break 

Saturday 23  

10 am – 12 noon 

 

Saturday Morning Discussion Group 

The Pilgrim journey – seeking the inner perception 

 

Monday 25 Winter Break 

AUGUST 2022 

Friday 05 – Monday 08 

National sponsored event 

School of Theosophy with Barry Bowden 

Meditation Explored 

Must register event:  Details in magazine or online:  theosophy.nz 

 

Mondays Winter Break 

Saturday 20 

10 am – 12 noon 

Saturday Morning Discussion Group 

The lessons from Covid – what are we learning? 

 

 

  
  
 

 


	HPB Newsletter Issue 2 - May 2022-Copy.pdf
	2022 - Issue 2_May_June_July_Aug_a.pdf



